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The Walk Begins

o Stard ah I.{I:‘Pdrfg‘ﬂ' r'f'fu.l—a}r{}' ﬂrffe:j;r' across the Seine, the Pont des Ares
{next ta Lowore, Ma: Pont Newfor Louvre-Rivelfil,

@ Pont des Arts

Before dowens of hridt_l;t::-c crossed the Seine, the two riverbanks
were like different citics—royalty on the right bank, commaoners
on the left. Today this link of-
fers one of the most captivating
views in Paris.

“This bridge has always been
pedestrian only.and  long a
popular meeting point for lov-
ers, For years, romantic couples
wrote their names on a padlock,
“locked” their love forever o the
bridge, and wssed the key in the
Seine, Unromantic city engi-
neers became worried that the
heavy locks were jeopardizing the bridpe’s seructural integrity (a
whole ]J:‘mL‘l fell into the Seine in 2005), and n::w]}' installed gtnss
panels now mike this show of devotion impossible. The city is
advising disappointed lovers to take selfies kissing in front of the
bridge’s railings instead. g

The Pont des Arrs leads 1o the domed Institur de France build-
ing, where 40 linguists meet periodically to decide whether ic's ac-
ceptable to call email " mail” (as the French commonly do), or
whether it should be the French word coureiel (which linguists pre-
fer). The Académie Francaise, dedicated o halting the erosion of
French culture, is wiry of new French terms with strangely foreign
sounds—Ilike e week-cnd, fe mavketing, e fase-food, and cest cool.

Besides the Académie Francaise, the Institut houses several
other Académies, such as the Académie des Beaux-Arts, which is
dedicated to subjects appropriate for the Left Bank, such as music
and painting.
= Leave the dridye and crass the busy stveet. Awngle forward the ripht side of




the Institut de France and wwalk throngh the passageway near #27. Onee
or the other side of the Tnstitut, you're met by a statue in @ siveet-corner
marden,

© Statue of Voltaire
“Jesus commirted suicide.” The mischievous philosopher Vol-
caire could scandalize a party with a wicked comment like that,
delivered with an enigmatic smile and a
rwinkle in his eye (meaning if Christ is
truly God, he could have prevented his
crucifixion). Voltaire—a commoner more
sophisticated than the royalty who lived
across the river—introduces us to the Left
Banlk

Born Frangois-Maric Arouet (1694
1778), he took up “Voltaire” as his one-
word pen name. Although Voleaire min-
gled with aristocrats, he was constantly
in trouble for questioning the ruling class
and for fueling ideas that would soon 3
spark a revolution. He did 11 months in .
the Bastille prison, then spent 40 years in virtual exile from his

beloved Paris. Returning as an old man, he got & hero’s welcome so

surprising it killed him.

main, making a few detours along the way. The first stop is a blue store=
fromt at 6 Rue de Seine.

© Roger-Viollet
Look in the windows at black-and-white photos of Paris’ storied
past. The display changes aften, but you might see u half-buile Ei-
ffel Tower, glitterati of yesteryear (Colette, Simone de Beauvoir,
Jean Cocteau), Hitler in Paris, and so on. Many mere photos are
tucked away inside the binders lining the walls, labeled alphabeti-
cally. This humble shop is the funky origin of a worldwide press
agency (similar to Getty Images) dealing in historic photographs.
The family of photographer Henri Roger ex panded his photographs,
inte an archive of millions of photos, chronicling Paris' changes
through the years. (If you want 2 print of a photo you see, don't
disturh the staff—order it at www.p;lriscninmgcs.}'r.’,l
« Continue down Rue de Seine, which cuts through a neighborbood af
art galferies and upicale shaps selling lamps, sconces, Vases, dawwls, and
statues for people whs turn their fiving reoms (e arl,

At the first intersection, a baif-block detanr to the right leads fo
O Oscar Wilde's botel (#13), where be died in 1900. The sight stsedfix

|

« From here we' il bead south down Hue de Seine fe Howlevard St Ger=

!



Wilde in the Left Bank

Oscar Wilde (1854-1900%, the Irish playwright with the flam-
bovant clathes and culrageous wit, died in a Left Bank hoteal
on Movember 20, 1900 (don't blame the currant owners).

Just five years earlier, he'd been at his peak. He had sever-
al plays running simultaneously in London's West End and had
returned to London triumphant from a lecture tour through
Amarica. Then news of his love affair with a lord leaked out,
causing a scandal, and he was sentenced to twa vears in pris-
an for "gross indecency,” Wildes wife abandoned him, refus-
ing to let him see their childran again.

After his prison term, a poor and broken Wilde was exiled
to Paris, where he succumbed to an ear infection and died in
@ {then) shabby hotel room, Among his last words in the run-
down place ware: "Either this wallpaper goes, or | do”

Wilda is buried in Paris {0 see the Pére Lachaise Cem-
etery Tour),

S e ey

Barddly worth the walk there, but the story af how Wilde ended up bere is
fascinating (see the ridebar).
Cantinuing wlong Rue de Seine, a plague at #31 marks...

@ George Sand’s House
In 1831 George Sand (1804-1876) left her hushand and rwe chil-
dren and moved into this spartment, determined to become a wrir-
er. During the year she lived here, she wrore articles for Le Figara
while turning her real-life experiences with men into a sensational
novel, Indiena, which made her a celebrity and allowed her to af-
tord a berter apartment, '
George Sand is known for her novels, her cross-dressing |
(men's suits, slicked-down hair, cigars—and trading in her married |
name, Amantine-Lucile-Avrore Dudevant, for a man's name), and |
for her complex love affair with a sensitive pianist from Poland,
Irédéric Chopin, 3
» At A3 Rue de Seine is...

@ Café la Palette

Though less famous than moere historic cafés, this is 1 “real” one,
where a café créane, beer, or glass of wine at an outdoor table is not
outrageous. Ie's one café where | prefer sitting inside—the 100-year-
old, tobacco-stained wood papeling and faded Art Nouveau decor
lend an ambience of Left Bank cool. Toulouse-Lautree would have
liked it here. Have something to drink at the bar, admire your sur-
roundings, and snoop about the place—notice the artist palettes
above the bir. Nothing seems to have changed since it was built in



1903, except the modern espresso machine (open daily, tel, 01 43
26 68 15},

. Al f.ﬁr_'_fér.{', eer rig)';lf deron small Rue de VEchandé, Fonr doors i, af
& Rue de {'FEchands, isa...

@ Toy Store (Jouets)

French and American kids share many of the same toys and sto-
rybook characters: Babar the Elephant, Maisy Meouse, Tintin, the
Smurfs, Madeline, Asterix, and the Lintle Prince, This store fea-
turcs Agurines of these and other whimsical folk.

Lo The Little Pripee (1943), wrirtten by Antoine de Saint-Faxu-
Péry, a pi]nr crashes in the Sabara, where a mysterious lietle prince
takes him to various planets, teaching him about life from a child’s
wise perspective.

1n his actual life, “Saint-Ex” (1900-1944) was indeed o Llur'mg
aviator who had survived wrecks in the Sahara. After France fell
to the Mazis, he fled o America, where he wrote and ptlblish{‘d
The Little Prince. He returned to Europe, then disappeared while
flying a spy mission for the Allies. Lost for six decades, his plane
was finully found off the coast of Marseille. The cause of the crash
remains a mystery, part of a legend as enduring in France as Amelia
Earhart's is in the L5,
= At the intersection with Rue Jacob, a balf~block detorr to the vight lads
fo #14,

@ Richard Wagner’'s House

Having survived a storm at sea on the way here, the young Ger-

man composer (1813-1883) spent the gray winter of 1841-1842 in
. Paris in this building writing T8 Fiying Dutchman, an opera about
| & ghost ship. It was the restless young man’s lowest point of pov-

erty. Six months later, 2 German company staged his first opera
| {Rienzi), plucking him from obscurity and leading to a production

of The flying Duechman that launched his career.

Mow the premises sre oceupicd by a trendy boutigue.

« Backtrack a fow steps along Rue Jacob, then turn rvight and continue

sanih on Mue de F:.'r;.reuﬁfrg foa .I'IE.I'IFL-', J.m"r.wum.f. free-fordered SEALe,

A #o s the..,

@ Delacroix Museum
The painter Eugéne Delacraix (1798-1863) lived here on this peace-
ful square. Today, his home is i bite-sized musewm witl paintings
and memorabilia, Its a delightful detour for his fans, skippable for
most, and free with the Museum Pass {good W, see listing on
page 67 ),

Delacroix lived a full and successtul life, An ambassador’s son,
he srudied at the Beanx-Arts (which we sow carlier) and exhil-



Art Galleries

You'll see many arts-ariented shaps in this vibrant neighbor-
hood. Thera are fine-art gallaries selling paintings and statues,
art-supply storas, antique dealars, and chic boutiquas for the
latest in interior design.

Paris’ art scene thrives, In the Z0th century, the city at-
tracted many of the foreigners (Picasso, Chagall, Modiglian)
who pioneared modern art. Artists here still get respect not
always given to artists in the States (“So you're an artist, huh?
And what's your real jeb?" ) Paris remains a clearinghouse of
creative ideas,.and fine art is big business, too. Lots of money
passes throuagh this city. Oil-rich sultans come hare looking for
trendy new works to hang over their sofas back home. Muse-
um curators fram America troll these Left Bank streets, taking
notes on what's hot, In general, people with money come to
Paris on vacation to enjoy the finer things in life, If they come
across something they love, they pull out their plastic and
make it their own. An impulse buy can gladden the hearts of
these gallary cwners, Paris is the one city in the world where
art supply does not necessarily outstrip art dermancd.

You're welcome: to window shop ar enter the galleries,
Remember the niceties of shopping in Paris. Always say, "Son-
four, Madame" (or Mademaiselle ar Mansieur) when enters-
ing, and "4y revalr, Maddme” (or Mademolselle or Monsiour)
whean leaving, "Jfe regarde” means “I'm just looking.” e vou-
drais acheter” means "l would like to buy” The reality is that
maost clerks speak English and are happy to help or to let vau
browse. If you stroll neighborhoods in the evening, yvou're like-
Iy to pass what looks like a cocktail party spilling out of an art
gallery. These "art openings,” called vermissages, are some-
timas private, though vsually open to the public (evan Ameri-
cans). Be bold and join the party if you come across ane

ited ar the Salon. His Liberty Leading the People (1831) was an in-
stant classic, o symbol of French democracy, Trips to North Africa
added exotic Muslim clements to his palette. He hobnobbed with
aristocrats and bohemians like George Sand and Frédéric Chopin
(whom he painted). He painted large-scale murals for the Louvre,
Hatel de Ville, and Luxembourg Palace. In 1857, nearing 60 and
in failing health, Delacroix moved in here. He was seeking a quict
home/studio where he could concentrate on his final grear works
for the Church of 5t. Sulpice (which we'll see later).
* Continue wphitl as Rue de Fovstenbery vans divectly into © dbbey
Mansion. This building (1586) was the administrative center for the
vt eomiplex af monks gathered aronnd the neavty church of 8. Ger-
mtain-des-Prés. Today, it a Carbolic sohool,

Facing the Abbey Manston, tsern left on Rue de Pdbbaye and start
working your way east, Along the way iva u-g'nr.f.ﬁap, at 6 Kue de Rewr-



hon-le-Chiteau, called La Derniére Goutte—"The Last Drap.” They
eweleome both commaitsenes and yokels for an wpspooly ok af France's
wimicadtnre (tastings disted an chalbhoard). At the T-intersection with
Rue de Buci, turn left. Yow've arrived at what is, arguably, the peo-
graphical (if no! spiritseai)..

@ Heart of the Left Bank

Fxplore. Rue de Buci is perennially busy hosting pasiseries and a
produce market by day and bars by night. Mixing carthiness and
elegance, its a quintessential e

Left Bank scene.

« Continue east through the café
cuwldron of Rue de Buc, qufiich
crosies o busy fiue-cerner  fn-
torsection and becomes Rue SE
André-des—Aits. Notice the tall
ool beams that pieree the raaf of
the Atlas Cafd while beeping the
wall febind wpright, That’s the
Left Bank “Jagk” Cross Rue de
Pdncionne Comédie and soan furn vight inta the covered pasiagenay
called Conr du Cammerce St. André. Strall a Darlf=dlock detn this colar-
ful alleyway, past shaps and enticing cateries. s your right, you'lf pass
the tack doar af.

@ Café le Procope
Founded in 1686, Le Procope is one of the world's oldest continu-
ously operating restaurants, and was one of Europe's first places to
sample an exotic new stimulant—coffee—recently imported from
the Muslim culture.

In the 17005, Le Procope caffeinated the Revolution. Voltaire
reportedly drank 30 cups a day, fueling his intellectual passion.

Benjamin Franklin recounted war stories about America’s Revolu=

tion. Robespierre, Danton, and Marat plotted coups over cups of

double-short soy mochaceinos, And a young lieutenant mamed Ma-
poleon Bonaparte ran up tah he never paid, See portraits of some
of the café’s most famous regulars in the windows.

Located midway between university students, royalty, and the
counterculture Comédie Frangaise, Le Procope attracted literary
types who loved the free newspapers, writing paper, and quill pens.
Today, the ene-time coffechouse is a full-service restaurant {afford=
able if mediocre menus, open daily). If you're interested in a meal
surrounded hy memorabilin-plastered walls {and tourists), enter
through the red-draped opening, :

Across the lane, at #6, is Un Dimanche i Paris, with its open
kitchen and gourmet chocolate creations too beautiful tw cat.



= Continue down the cobliied lane wneid i spillc ont onto Bowlevard 51
Glermain al an intersection {and Métre stap) called Odéon,

® Odéon Cinemas

When nighe falls, the neon signs buzz o life, and Paris’ many lov-
ers of film eonverge here for the latest releases at several multiplexes
in the area.

* Cross Rue de {dncienne Coméddie to the vipht. Looking south up Rue
de ['Odéon as you crow, mofice the dassical cofumns of the front qf.f.-ﬁ'r
Théitre de I'Oidéon, the descendant of the original Comédic Frangaine
(now housed in the Patais Royall. Continuwe walbing west along busy
Bonlevard 8¢, Germain for six dlocks, passing Café Vagenande [famous
_fE:-r i pfmﬁ Art Nowvean intertor) and ﬁ'.f.é'{’?’ﬁ.ﬂﬁfﬁnaﬂll!ﬂ naiﬁ:}l :;5;@’;
wwith autdvor tervaves, You'll reach the favge stone chuvch and square of.,

D 5t. Germain-des-Prés
Paris’ oldest church, dating from the 11th century (the square hell
towwer is original), stands on a site where a Christian church has
stood since the fall of Rome. (The first church was dcstmved by
Vikings in the 885-886 siege.)

The restored interior is still painted in the medicval manner,
like Motre-Dame (and others), The church is Romanesque, with
round—not pointed—arches over the aisles of the nave.

The square outside is one of Paris” great gathering spots an
warm evenings. The church is often lit up'and open late,
= Note that Métro stap 8¢, Germain-des-Preés is bere, and the Mabillon
stap i fust @ couple of dlocks ease. On Place 8¢, Germain-dec-Prés, you'lf
find twe venerable cafi—once mecear of creative coffée drinkin 6 J‘Mﬂ}r

frst fitled woith tourists and milking their fabled past,

@ Les Deux Magots Cafe and Le Café de Flore
Since opening in 1885, “The Two Chinamen Café” (wooden statues |
inside) has taken over from Le Procope as the café of ideas, From
Orsear Wilde's Aestheticism (1900) to Picasso's Cubism {(1910%) to
Hemingway's spare prose (1920s) to Sartre’s Existentialism (with
Simone de Beauvoir and Albert Camus, 1940s and "505) to rock
singer Jim Morrison (early 1970s), worldwide movements have
been born in the simple atmosphere of these two cafés. Le Café de
["lore, once frequented by Picasso, is more hip, bur Deux Magots
15 more inviting for just coffee. Across the street is Brasserie Lipp,
a classic brasserie where Hemingway wrote much of A Farewed! fo
Arms (see also "Les Grands Cafés de Paris,” on page 452),

* From the Church of 8. Germain-des-Prd, crom Bowlevard S Ger-
main and bead south on Rue Bonaparte (walking past BNP Pavibas
fund). for deft an Rue du Faur, then right on...



© Rue des Canettes

Small, mid-priced restaurants, bars, and comfortable brewpubs
make the streets in this arca a popular nightspot for Parisians.
Chez Georges {at #11) is the last outpost of funkiness (and how!)
in.an increasingly gentrified neighborhood. Georges stays up very
late, so you won't find much action here until the afternoon.

= (Confinue santh on Rue des Canettes fo the church C_i'JI".-..

@ St. Sulpice
“The impressive Neoclassical arcaded facade, wich two round, half-
finished towers, is modeled on St. Paul's in London, It has a re-

markable organ and offers Sunday-morn- T
LT i
ETEEEERREAAT VRN
II‘L'.H \.l

i
ing recitals. The lone café on the square in 5 ;
front (Café de la Mairie) is abways lively 51700

and perfectly located for @ break.

Inside, circle the church counter-
clockwise, making a few stops. In the firse
chapel on the right, find Delacroix's three
murals {on the chapel’s ceiling and walls)
of fighting angels, completed during his
final years while he was fighting a lengthy
illness. They sum up his long carees, from
Renaissance/Baroque roots to furious Ro-
manticism to proto-lmpressionism,

The most famous is the agitated farod
Wrestling the Angel. The two grapple in a leafy wood that echoes
the wrestlers’ rippling energy. Jacob fights the angel toa standstill,
bringing him a well-carned blessing for his ordeal. Figures to the

_ right of the tree roots include the shepherd Laban and his daughter

Rachel (Jacob’s future wife). Get close and notice the thick brush-
work that influenced the next generation of Impressionists—each
leaf is a single brushstroke, often smudging two different colors in
a single stroke. The “Ilack” of the piled clothes in the foregrou nd—
notice the French flag among them—is built from rough strokes of
purple, green, and white. (Too much glare? Take a couple of steps
tar the right to view it

On the opposite wall, Hefiadorus Chased from the Temple has
the smooth, seamless brushwork of Delacroix’s prime. After Syrian
Heliodorus has killed the king and launched u coup, lie has entered
the sacred Jewish Temple in Jerusalem trying to steal the treasure.
Angry angels launch themselves at him, sending him sprawling,
The vibrant, clashing colors, swirling composition, and over-thes
top subject are trademark Delacroix Romanticism. On the ceiling,
The Archangel Michael drives demons from heaven.

Walking up the right side of the church, pause az the fourth
chapel, with a statue of Joan of Arc and wall plaques listing hun-



dreds upon hundreds of names. These are France’s WWI dead—
from this congregation alone,

In the chapel at the far end of the church, ponder the crypric
symbaolisin of Mary and Child lic by « sunburst, standing on an
orh, and trampling 2 snake, while 2 stone cloud tumbles down toa
sacrificial lamb.

Continue around the church, On the wall of the north tran-
sept is an Egyptian-style obelisk used 4s & gnomon, or part of a
sundial, At Chrisemas Mass, the sun g
shines into the church through a tiny g |
hole—it's oppaosite the obelisk, high up on
the south wall (in the upper-right window
pineh The sunbeam strikes @ mark on the
obelisk that indicates the winter solstice.
Then, week by week, the sunbeam moves
dewwn the obelisk and across the bronze
rod in the floor, until, ar midsummer, the
sun lights up the area near the altar, (Fora
while, this corner of the church was busy
with fans of The Da Finei Code)

In the final chapel before the exit,
you should see on display a copy of the
Shroud of Turin (the original is in Turin, It.ﬂv:l This famed burial
cloth is purperted o have wrapped the bady of Christ, who left it
with a mysterious, holy stain of his image:

« Back snt on Place 82, Sulpice, take note that several irtererting shop-
ping streets branch off from bere. (See the *Sévrer-Babylone to 8t. Sui-
pice” doutigue seroll in the Shopping in Parvis chapter.)

o campdete this walk, turn left ont af the church and continue fouth
an Rae Henry de Jouvenel, which soon turns inte Rue Fevon anid takes
Jeu divectly to Laxembourg Gavden, You'lf pass a wall inscribed with
a guetation from one of France's mast famons pocms, "Le Bateau Tvre,”
by Arthur Rimbaud (1854-1891). He describes the feeling of drifting
alang aimiessly, ke a dranben boat: “Comme jo descendais.. Av T
foated down calm rivers, I conld no longer feel the contral of my han-
dlers. "

Dirift along to Luxembourg Gavden. If the gate ahead of you i
closed, circle to the right avound the fence until you find an apen entrance.

)

@ Luxembourg Garden

Paris” most interesting and enjoyable garden/park/recreational
areit, le Jardin du Luxembourg is o great place to warch Parisians
at rest and play. This 60-acre garden, dotted with fountaing and
statues, is the property of the French Senate, which meets here in
the Lusembourg Palace. Although it seems like something oue of 2
movie, its a fact thar France's secret service (Gendale de o Sécuried
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Extérienre) is “secretly” headquartered beneath Luxembourg Gar-
den. (Don't tell anyone.) s . M ]

The palace was created in § ey
1615 by Marie de Médici. Re-
cently widowed (by Henry 1V)
and homesick for Florence, she
luile the palace as a re-creation
of her gidhood home, the Pitr
Palace. When her son grew to be
Louis X111, he drove his mother
from the palace, exiling her to
Germany,

Luxembourg Garden has special rules governing its use (fo
example, where cards can be played, where dogs can be wn!k’.e
where joggers can run, and when and where music can be played),
The brilliant fAower beds are completely changed three times 4 ye ity
nd the hoxed trees are brought out of the erangerie in May, Tn the



southwest corner of the gardens, you can see beehives thar have
been here since 1872, Honey is made here for the sramgerse, Close
by, check out the apple ind pear conservatory, with more than 600
varictics of fruit trees.

Children enjoy the rentable toy sailboats and other kid activi-
tics, You'll find marionctte shows several times weekly {Les Gui-
gnols, like Punch and Judy; described more fully on page 4643
Pony rides are available from April through October, (And mean-
while, the French CIA keeps plotting.)

Challenge the card

and chess players 1o a game
{near the teanis courts),
or find a free chair near
the main pond and take a
well-deserved break, here
at the end of our walk,
« Nearby: The grand Nea-
lassical-domed  Panthéon,
sty a mausolenm bousing
the tombs of grear Frenc
natwhles, iv three blacks away and weorth towring (iee pape 71). The bir-
raric cafés of Mentparnasse—@ La Coupole and Le Select—are a few
dlocks fram the southwest-corner exit of the pavk [down Rue Vavin,
divted wrpder "Les Grands Cafés de Pavis” in the Fating fn Paris chagrier),
Laxembgury Garden i ringed with Métro stops (all a 10-minute wall
auay),




